
Born in Biloxi, Mississippi, and raised in Colorado, Ralph Oberg grew up hiking, camping, hunting, and climbing in Colorado’s high mountain wilderness, which fostered his love of the wild country and the animals that live there. He always knew he would be an artist, and after completing studies at Colorado State University and the Seibel School of Drafting, and a brief stint at illustration, he began his fine art career focused on North American wildlife and birds. 

He began painting birds and mammals during the 1970s and ’80s, with repeated appearances at the Birds in Art show at the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum in Wausau, Wisconsin. Oberg’s  appreciation for Carl Rungius’s work led to the realization that only by painting outdoors could he learn the light and color of the world, so in 1987, he changed his artistic direction and began to study with some of the contemporary plein-air masters of today, including Wayne Wolfe, Clyde Aspevig, and Len Chmiel. For a dozen years in midcareer he focused almost exclusively on painting plein-air landscapes. He now has brought that education back into the studio to refocus on his first love: the wild animals of the American wilderness. 

Oberg travels extensively, sketching and photographing onsite and producing larger works in his studio in Montrose, Colorado, where he and his wife, painter Shirley Novak, live within sight of his beloved San Juan Mountains. Although wildlife often takes center stage, he enjoys pure landscapes as well and chooses to place his animals in carefully designed, yet natural habitats. His love of mountain country has extended beyond the American West to include painting trips to Nepal and Switzerland.

His work is in numerous private and corporate collections as well as those of the Briscoe Western Art Museum, San Antonio, Texas; the Buffalo Bill Center of the West’s the Whitney Gallery, Cody, Wyoming, as a past recipient (1988) of the Bill Weiss Purchase Award; the House of Representatives Chambers of the Colorado State Capitol, Denver; the International Center for Wildlife Art, Gloucester, England; the James Museum of Wildlife Art, St. Petersburg, Florida; the National Museum of Wildlife Art, Jackson, Wyoming; and the Steamboat Springs Art Museum, Steamboat Springs, Colorado.
		
Oberg is a longtime participant in the Autry Museum’s Masters of the American West Fine Art Exhibition and Sale; the Briscoe Western Art Museum’s Night of Artists; the Buffalo Bill Historical Center’s Buffalo Bill Art Show & Sale; the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum’s Prix de West Invitational; the National Museum of Wildlife Art’s Western Visions Show & Sale; and the Thunderbird Foundation for the Art’s Maynard Dixon Country Invitational. 

His many prestigious awards include the 2020 Wilson Hurley Award for Outstanding Landscape at the Prix de West; the 2019 Briscoe Museum Purchase Award at the Night of Artists; the 2015 Wells Fargo Gold Award at the Buffalo Bill Art Show & Sale; the Gold Medal Award for Best Painting and the American Art Collector Award of Excellence at the California Art Club’s 103rd Annual Gold Medal Juried Exhibition in 2014; the 2012 Trustees’ Purchase Award at the National Museum of Wildlife Art’s Western Visions Miniatures and More Show & Sale; the 2012 Heritage Award at the Montana Historical Society Collection’s Western Rendezvous of Art; the 2012 Legacy Award at the Northwest Rendezvous of Art’s Western Rendezvous; and the 2014 People’s Choice Award at the Maynard Dixon Country Invitational. In 2012 his one-man show, The Mountain World, featuring work from his travels in North America, Nepal, and the French and Swiss Alps, was held at Trailside Gallery in Jackson, Wyoming.

Oberg is a Signature or Emeritus Member of the California Art Club, the Northwest Rendezvous Group, Plein Air Painters of America, and the Society of Animal Artists, and he was Founding Member of the Society for Wildlife Art for the Nations (SWAN). His work has been featured in American Art Review, American Artist, Art of the West, Art-Talk, Gray’s Sporting Journal, International Realistic Art, Southwest Art, Sporting Classics (current issue), Western Art & Architecture, Western Art Collector, and Wildlife Art magazines, and in the edited books Art of the National Parks: Historic Connections, Contemporary Interpretations (2013, Fresco Fine Art Publications LLC) and Enchanted Isle: A History of Plein Air Painting in Santa Catalina Island (2003, the Society for the Advancement of Plein Air Painting). 

“I have had a lifelong love for the wildlife that inhabits and requires the shrinking wild places to survive. Between my animal work, which has ranged from birds to large mammals, and my years of plein air and studio landscapes, I have resisted the tendency to be pigeon-holed too much. 

“As a working artist for over 50 years now, I am fortunate to have finally reached a fairly mature place in my work, and I feel it continues to grow. We artists are often asked,  ‘What is your favorite piece you have painted?’ This is usually answered, ‘The next one.’ That truth is what keeps us all going back to the easel every day. The joy of the process of trying to create beauty is the most fulfilling life I could ask for. The challenge is new on each piece, to reach deeper and perform better.”
 
Ralph Oberg is represented by Oh Be Joyful Gallery, Crested Butte, Colorado; Paderewski Fine Art, Beaver Creek, Colorado; Simpson Gallagher Gallery, Cody, Wyoming; Trailside Galleries–online; and Wood River Fine Arts, Ketchum, Idaho. 
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